
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
you’ll find  anywhere else. Send us 
an email if you’re interested in a 
rain barrel and we’ll let you know 
when they come in! 
 

The City of Marysville has received 
funding from the U.S. EPA to improve 
water quality conditions at Chrysler 
Beach. The plans are to include geese 
deterrents at the beach and redirect 
road runoff that currently drains 
directly on the beach.   
 
On behalf of the city, Environmental 
Consulting & Technology, Inc. is 
designing the improvements which will 
include new planting beds, installation 
of rain gardens and trees, regrading of 
the boat ramp, and removal of 
unnecessary pavement.  Construction is 
planned to begin Fall 2013.  
 
Along with the water quality 
improvements, Marysville has applied            
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Everyone lives in a watershed! Which watershed do you live in? Find out at www.sccwater.org.  

 
  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
     

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
   
 
 

 
 
 
  
  
  

 
  
 
 
   
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

                  
 
 
 

    A watershed is another 
word for a basin. It’s an area of land 
shaped like a bowl that drains 
streams and runoff to a larger body 
of water. We all live in a watershed! 
Find yours at www.sccwater.org.  

 
About Us 
The St. Clair County Storm Water 
Program began in 2003 due to 
federal laws requiring cleaner 
water. This newsletter is just one 
way we’re raising awareness of 
water quality activities in your 
community. 
 

Mark Your Calendar… 
Sept 10 – Great Lakes: Mysteries of 
the Blue Water, Port Huron Museum 
exhibit 
Sept 17 & 18 – Hands On Art, hosted 
by Studio 1219 at McMorran Arena 
Sept 24 – Stream Monitoring Day 
Oct  

 

Visit us online 
Visit our watershed website at 
www.sccwater.org for information: 
 Watershed maps 
 Septic system maintenance 
 Household waste disposal 
 Beach closures 

 

Help save trees 
Please e-mail us at 
stormwater@stclaircounty.org so 
we can send you an electronic copy 
of The Blue Watershed News.  

Got Rain?  
Make it work for you 
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St. Clair River Blueway Vision 
Creating a system of water trails 
 
 
 

 

The St. Clair County Metropolitan 
Planning Commission has applied for 
grant funding to develop the St. Clair 
River Blueway Vision which will 
create a comprehensive system of 
water trails along the St. Clair River 
corridor, from Anchor Bay to Lake 
Huron. 
 
The  project  will  seek  to  inventory  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

and enhance water access points, 
bolster  the  protection  of  sensitive 
environments along the river and 
promote recreational opportunities 
along the entire blueway. 

The proposed St. Clair River Blueway 
will encompass the six major 
watercourses that flow through St. 
Clair County, including the St. Clair 
River, Black River, Belle River, Pine 
River, Lake Huron and Anchor Bay. 

The Commission has applied for grant 
funding through the MI Department of 
Environmental Quality's Coastal Zone 
Management Program for the 
development of this project. Cross 
your fingers that they receive this 
funding! Go to 
www.cis.stclaircounty.org/blueway.as
p for more information. 

 

Canoeists take in the view along the scenic Pine 
River, part of the proposed Blueway Project. 
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Chrysler Beach Improvements 
Marysville plans exciting upgrades 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

                  

Watersheds are areas of land where 
all the creeks and streams within it 
run off to a larger body of water.    
St. Clair County is made up of seven 
different watersheds. Find yours at 
www.sccwater.org. 

 
Watershed groups save money 
In 2003, federal regulations from 
the Clean Water Act became 
effective requiring improvements in 
storm water quality from 
municipalities and educational 
institutions.  Since that time, local 
watershed groups were organized 
to meet these requirements in the 
most cost effective manner. This is 
saving partners a combined total of  
approximately $125,000 this year. 

 
To swim or not to swim? 
We have made it easy to keep 
informed of the most up-to-date 
beach advisories at your favorite      
St. Clair County beach! Just check 
any one of these before your next 
trip to the beach. 
 

Facebook ~St. Clair County Beaches 
Smart Phone App ~MyBeachCast 
Web ~ www.deq.state.mi.us/beach           
Hotline ~ 877-504-SWIM       Hotline ~ 877.504.SWIM 
 

In the know… 
There are lots of ways to keep up 
with the latest news and events 
related to everything  
water! Follow us at: 
~ River Day 
~ Blue Water Sturgeon Festival 
~ St. Clair County Health Dept 
~ Friends of the St. Clair River 

 

for three other grants to complete 
several recreational improvements 
including installation of a water-
themed playground, fish cleaning 
station, picnic area, along with a 
new  fishing pier.  
- Submitted by Annette DeMaria, ECT 

initiating many public education 
activities. Her ability to bring 
consensus from divergent views was 
so necessary and appreciated in this 
position. She has volunteered 
countless hours of her expertise to 
the St. Clair River Bi-National Public 
Advisory Council and Friends of the 
St. Clair River Watershed. We miss 
her enthusiasm, knowledge and 
dedication as we continue the work 
she started!  
- Written in part by Patty Troy, BPAC Chair 

A Fond Farewell 
The storm water program loses a friend 
 
 
 

 

For more than a decade, we were 
privileged to have Kristen O'Reilly as 
the St. Clair County Storm Water 
Coordinator.  At the end of June we said 
goodbye to her as she moved to North 
Carolina to be with her family. The 
Storm Water Program will not be the 
same! Our water quality has benefited 
from her dedicated efforts. She took the 
Storm Water Program from its infancy 
to a successful program responsible for 
eliminating illicit sewage discharges, 
coordinating watershed efforts, and  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chrysler Beach storm water master plan 

http://www.sccwater.org/
http://www.sccwater.org/
http://www.sccwater.org/
mailto:stormwater@stclaircounty.org
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http://www.deq.state.mi.us/beach


  
 
 
   
   
  

 
 
 

 
  

  
   
    
 
  
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sheri Faust holding a sturgeon 
caught in Lake Huron 

Volunteer Christina Hemphill carefully picks through 
the water sample to place the bug she found under the 

microscope for identification. 
 
 

Health Department staff, Michael Malcolm and Sheri 
Faust, compare notes for bug identification at the SC4 

Biology Laboratory. 
 

The team of volunteers at Cuttle Creek in Marysville work together to 
collect bugs in the stream and record the data from dry land. 

Join us at Stream Monitoring Day on Saturday, September 26th! Go to www.scriver.org for more information. 
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“Our Water, Our Future” Art Show 
August 5 – 31, Studio 1219 
Opening Reception, August 9th, 6:00 – 8:00pm 

 
A juried show will display artwork that evokes creative 
interpretations inspired by the Great Lakes region. 
Stop by the opening reception for wine and cheese and 
prize awards. All artwork will be for sale. 
 Email info@scriver.org for more information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Water bits of news 
 

River Day Island Loop trip a success 
During River Day, Saturday, June 8, a group of 18 kayaks headed out on the  
Island Loop kayak trip - an adventure not meant for beginners! This 10-mile  
round trip took paddlers from Bakers Field park, up the canal, under the Blue  
Water Bridges, through the Black River and back to Bakers Field.  
 Join the “The Blueways of St. Clair” on Facebook 

 
Living shoreline project completed 
Marysville’s St. Clair River shoreline restoration project competed against 1,000 
other applicants to become one of 270 federally funded projects. The existing seawall 
and sidewalk were failing so the shoreline restoration project repaired the seawall 
while also providing habitat restoration. Check it out for yourself – 1,900 feet of 
seawall are gone and replaced with 2.7 acres of living shoreline! Over 13,000 new 
plants were installed over the 5 acres site and 750 cubic yards of cobble were added 
in-river for fish spawning habitat. Walk the new beautiful boardwalk for yourself on 
River Road next to the Marysville Golf Course! 

 
  

                 Sturgeon Festival a Hit 
       It’s not very often that someone has the opportunity to get an up- 
       close and personal view of lake sturgeon, so over 600 people took  

advantage of the opportunity and turned out for the inaugural Sturgeon Festival on  
June 2 at the Maritime Center in Port Huron. 
 
Did you know that Port Huron is Lake Sturgeon Capital of the Great Lakes? The largest 
concentration exists – up to 10,000 – will spawn under the Blue Water Bridges every  
year. Lake sturgeon are the Great Lakes’ largest fish, growing to be 7 ft long, 150 lbs and  
100 years old. Visitors aboard the Huron Lady Sturgeon Cruise got to see sturgeon on the bottom of Lake Huron via 
diver Greg Lashbrook, who had a video camera underneath the boat.  
 
A healthy river system is not only important for our health, but for a diverse fish and wildlife population also. We 
can use sturgeon as a spotlight species to gauge the health of the river, and with sturgeon numbers on the rise we 
are assured that the health of the St. Clair River is also improving. Save the date for 2014 – Saturday, May 31! 
 
 

Stream Leaders Monitoring Day 
Saturday, September 28 
9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
 

Searching for macroinvertebrates, or bugs, on the bottom 
of the stream helps us understand the health of our rivers. 
We provide all tools and no experience is needed - just 
show up ready to have fun! Bring your family! 
 Call 810-987-5306 to sign up 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Kayakers on the Island Loop blueways route 
Photo credit: Debbie Celmer 

Visit the new living shoreline project 

mailto:info@scriver.org

