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February 7 008 
Native Plan orkshop
9:00am – 12 pm 
SEMCOG Off s, 535 Gr ee
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April 18 & 1  2008 
Earth Fair 
Friday, 12:0 m – 6:00p da
Goodells Co y Park, F  
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 15 – April 1, 2008 
ardener Training Course 
esday from 6:00 -10:00pm  
dministration Building, 200 Grand River Ave, Port Huron 
d by the St. Clair County MSU Extension Office 

50, partial scholarships available 
: Cassandra Hackstock, 810-989-6935 

March 15, 2008 
Designing with Great Plants Seminar 
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These examples demonstrate how 
building techniques help create a 
healthy community and clean 
environment. Whether building more 
energy efficient facilities or using 
native plants, these activities help 
protect and preserve our waterways. 
For more details on these projects, 
email stormwater@stclaircounty.org. 
 
 
 

                 A watershed is 

improve the quality of our rivers, 
lakes and streams. Our watershed 
planning activities address the 
protection of water quality and 
reduction of pollutants across an 
entire watershed. 
 
Visit us online 
Visit the St. Clair County 
Watershed Planning website at 
www.stclaircountystormwater.org 
for information about: 

 River Day & Earth Fair 
 Completed watershed plans 

 
t, Suite 300, Detroit, MI 48226 

The Harborside Office Center uses drought 
tolerate sedum and other native plants as part 

of their low maintenance landscape. 

Going green has been in the spotlight 
, and places around St. Clair 
are taking part in it.  

rborside Office Center in Port 
ay not look much different 

her buildings, but details are 
a difference. Acheson Ventures 
ated energy and water 

cies used to lower utility bills 
d specific site design to reduce 
 runoff going directly to the 
ir River. The building was 
 the prestigious Leadership in 
and Environmental Design 

tion by the U.S. Green Building 
 

  
Also this summer, Ira Township made 
progress with the installation of a 
green roof on their fire station and 
rain gardens around the township 
hall’s parking areas.  

Sponsored by St. Clair Co rdener Assoc. 

Progress in the Watersheds 
Monitoring our waterways 
 The Northeastern Watershed group 

pooled their resources and focused on 
This past year, the Northeastern and 
Anchor Bay Watershed Groups made 
Maps of the Anchor Bay and Northeastern Watersheds are at www.stclaircountystormwater.org.

 Septic system maintenance 
 Hazardous waste disposal 
 Beach closures 

 
Help save trees 
In an effort to reduce paper waste
and mailing costs, please send us 
your e-mail address so we can 
send you a copy of the Blue 
Watershed News electronically. 
E-mail your request to 
stormwater@stclaircounty.org.  
 

reporting their water quality 
management actions. The data 
collected will enable them to 
evaluate actions being taken to 
protect the watershed. 
 
To the reader, these 
accomplishments may not seem like 
much, but the simple fact that 
communities are working together to 
monitor and evaluate water quality 
represents great strides in 
permanently establishing watershed 
planning efforts in St. Clair County.   
 

significant strides in the development 
of a comprehensive system that is 
helping us understand and protect our 
local waterways better.  
 
Teams from the Anchor Bay Watershed 
group focused on monitoring 42 sites 
for E. coli, nutrients, dissolved oxygen, 
pH, temperature and/or total 
phosphorous. The teams also surveyed 
streams looking for signs of erosion. 
The data they collected will enable 
them to evaluate current conditions of 
the Anchor Bay watershed.  
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an area of land that drains runoff 
to a body of water such as a river. 
We all live in a watershed! Which 
watershed do you live in? Visit 
www.stclaircountystormwater.org 
to find out.  
 
About us 
The St. Clair County Storm Water 
Program began in 2003 from 
federal environmental legislation 
aimed at controlling declining 
water quality. We are currently 
helping 17 communities outline 
the actions they must take to 
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ir County Storm Water Program for the Northeastern and Anchor Bay Watersh

chigan Council of Governments 

y, 9:00am – 2:00pm 

org for maps, directions and more details on this event. 

Cornerstone Church, 4025 d,
$70.00 includes lunch; $8 Ma
Contact: Barb Haman, (81 7 
 



 The Blue Watershed  News  The Blue Watershed  News
 
  

The Pine River Nature Center and Storm Water 
Program held a Native Plant Sale for residents to 
purchase perennial native plant kits. The sale was a 
big success with 44 kits sold! This photo shows Rob 
Myllyoja and his daughter with the Rain Garden they 
created to capture runoff from their rooftop.  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 
 

 
   
  
 
 
  
 
  
   
  
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

The Friends group was presented with 
an incredible opportunity this past 
summer to promote their mission 
with the boat, Earth Voyager.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may have noticed their unique 
vessel docked in the Black River in 
Port Huron displaying the banner: 
Our Water. Our Future. Ours to 
Protect. The group spent the summer 
providing dozens of people with the 
“sail of a lifetime” while teaching 
them simple steps they can take to 
protect their watershed.   
 
Currently, the Friends group is 
planning to host a spring Adopt-A-
Stream monitoring event, build a 
website, and continue sailing Earth 
Voyager on the Great Lakes.  
 
If you are interested in joining the 
Friends group in their efforts, please 
contact Janice Littlefield at (810) 
985-4841 or bythequay@comcast.net.  

In 1985 the St. Clair River was 
determined to be severely polluted 
because of several problems: 
contaminated sediments, frequent 
chemical spills leading to beach 
closures, and loss of fish and wildlife 
habitat.  

Substantial progress was made in the 
‘90’s through several sediment 
cleanup projects, a decrease of 
chemical spills and fish tumors, and 
fewer beach closures.  

Since 2000, federal budget cuts have 
hampered progress and today there is 
very little government support for 
completing the restoration of the St. 
Clair River.  

However, in 2007 a small grant was 
received to revitalize public 
involvement efforts and as a result, 
the Friends of the St. Clair River 
Watershed non-profit was born.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Their mission is to provide 
opportunities that inspire residents to 
protect their waterways through 
volunteer stream monitoring. 
 

How to Adopt a Stream: 
1. Contact the Friends group at 985-4841 to get on their volunteer list. 
2. Bring a friend along to the spring monitoring date. 
3. All supplies and materials are provided at no cost.  
4. Come ready to make a difference in your watershed! 
 

Earth Voyageur, a 60 ft. trimaran and Great 
Lakes speed record holder, sails Lake Huron 
spreading the mission of the Friends group. 

 

The Friends group trains volunteers to survey 
the health and quality of their “adopted” 

stream or river. 
 

Friends of the St. Clair River 
A new non-profit comes to town 

Activities From Around the ‘shed 
Highlights from our summer 

Storm Water ff partnered with the St. Clair County 
Economic Opp tunity Committee to help incorporate 
100 native pl s into their landscape. Native plants 
provide a b tiful, hardy and low maintenance 
landscape. W hope that the EOC's commitment to 
protecting an improving water quality serves as a 
model for othe to replicate. 

 
  
 

 
 
 

 

“Freshwater Focus” Film 
Beneath Port Huron’s   

Blue Water 
 

The most amazing sights exist 
just beneath the blue water of 
the St. Clair River and have now 
been captured by Greg 
Lashbrook and his team of 
underwater videographers. For 
those of us who may never have 
the chance to dive beneath the 
Blue Water Bridge you can see 
the amazing sights for yourself 
in this exciting new film. 
Freshwater Focus shows you 
amazing underwater life in the 
St. Clair River, scenes and 
stories of two Great Lakes 
wrecks, and the reclamation of 
a historic anchor. Freshwater 
Focus has it all, just below the 
waters of the St. Clair River. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On November 6th, nine hundred 
people turned out for the 
premier of the film at McMorran 
Theatre. If you missed it, it’s 
still not too late to check out 
this 30-minute flick. The DVD is 
available for $15 at Vantage 
Point in Port Huron or by calling 
(810) 985-4817. 
 

During River Day, a waterfront restoration project 
took place on two acres along a 600-foot reach of 
Jordan Creek at BP in St. Clair. Volunteers planted 
300 native plants which help buffer polluted runoff.  
This project ultimately improves the quality of the 
Pine River where Jordan Creek flows to. 
 

 
Bill Phippen’s Boy Scout troop marked 30 storm drains 
in Marysville with “Do not dump. Drains to river” 
permanent decals. The decals are to remind residents 
that storm drains are not garbage cans and that 
whatever goes in them flows directly untreated to the 
St. Clair River. 
 

For more information on any of these projects, 
contact Sheri Faust at (810) 987-5306.  
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