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Blue Water Sturgeon Festival Showcases Giants of the 

Great Lakes 

          

          PORT HURON, MI - The second annual Blue Water Sturgeon Festival is set for Saturday, May 

31 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Vantage Point Maritime Center in Port Huron. This one-day event is 

centered on providing close encounters with the threatened lake sturgeon, the “Gentle Giants of the Great 

Lakes”, by featuring three Huron Lady Sturgeon Cruises and outdoor Great Lakes exhibits. Parking and 

admission are free. 

 

          Lake sturgeon, one of four freshwater sturgeon, is the Great Lakes’ largest fish and the only 

sturgeon found in the Great Lakes. Lake sturgeon is a “threatened” species in Michigan. Once on the 

brink of extinction, their populations are making a comeback and have become a spotlight species for the 

restoration work that is being done in the St. Clair River. Sturgeon are phenomenal to see up close 

because they reach enormous size - weighing up to 150lbs, growing over 7ft, and living over 100 years. 

Of the many historically known spawning sites, only two are known to be active, and both are in the St. 

Clair River. 

 

          During the 2-hour Huron Lady Sturgeon Cruise, guests will be able to watch lake sturgeon 

swimming on the bottom of the St. Clair River via live video feed by Gregory A.D. Big screen televisions 

on deck, courtesy of Best Buy, will allow guests a personal view of the action from the bottom of the 

river. Limited tickets are available for the 10:30am, 1:00 pm and 3:30pm cruises; tickets should be 

purchased in advance at http://huronlady.com. Tickets are being offered at a reduced rate thanks to 

corporate sponsorships. 
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          The festival will open at 9:30 a.m. with a traditional Native American drum ceremony performed 

by Walpole Island First Nation leaders. Other featured activities include live sturgeon viewing from shore 

with scientists, workshops, kids’ activities, Native America food and crafts, student artwork showcase, 

sturgeon birthday cake, give-aways and much more. The festival expanded this year to include school 

sturgeon cruises on Friday, May 30 aboard the Huron Lady. Six local 5
th
 grade classrooms won a sturgeon 

cruise for submitting artwork to the Sturgeon Poster Contest.   

 

          The Blue Water Sturgeon Festival, organized by Friends of the St. Clair River, is a partnership 

between natural resource agencies, industry, businesses, scientists, and anglers in order to highlight the 

ecosystem approach to managing native fish and wildlife populations in the St. Clair River and to increase 

interest in restoring the threatened lake sturgeon to higher levels of abundance.  

 

          To purchase Sturgeon Cruise tickets go to http://huronlady.com. For Sturgeon Festival information 

go to www.SturgeonFestival.com. For more information contact Sheri Faust at the St. Clair County 

Health Department at (810) 987-5306 or sfaust@hd.stclaircounty.org. 
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